Measures for the Future of the Innovation Country Germany: 60 billion Euros for Education, Research and Innovation---2 billion Euros for AI {#Sec1}
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<https://www.bmbf.de/de/zukunftspaket-fuer-das-innovationsland-deutschland-11825.html>\#: \~ :text = K%C3%BCnstliche%20Intelligenz%20(KI)%20ist%20eine,auf%20f%C3%BCnf%20Milliarden%20Euro%20erh%C3%B6hen.

The German Ministry for Education, Research and Innovation (BMBF) has announced that 60 billion EUR of the investment package of the government to support Germany's economy and research during and after the COVID-19 crisis will be allocated to education, research and innovation.

More specifically, about 2.5 billion EUR will be allocated to education, including full-time schooling and digitalization of schools. 13.75 billion EUR are allocated to research and innovation from which the vast majority of 9 billion EUR is being dedicated to hydrogen research for a climate friendly energy strategy. 2 billion EUR will be used to increase the budget for AI research till 2025 from 3 to 5 billion EUR. The third area of investment addresses the innovation place Germany with about 1 billion EUR for non-university research organisations such as Max-Planck or Fraunhofer Institutions.

The BMBF website remains silent about the remaining 42.75 billion EUR of the package.

EU Consultation on Artificial Intelligence Ended---Preliminary Findings Published by EU {#Sec2}
=======================================================================================

<https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/white-paper-artificial-intelligence-public-consultation-towards-european-approach-excellence>

EU consultations are an important means for citizens as well as institutions and organisations to have a voice in European policy. The EU Consultation on Artificial Intelligence has raised considerable interest in academic as well as non-academic institutions and organisations and has received over the period of 4 months (19. February till 14. June 2020) over 1200 contributions. It was composed of a questionnaire based on a White Paper and the possibility to upload position papers. A first summary of the quantitative results of the questionnaire is now available online. An analysis of over 450 position papers is still being carried out. The questionnaire targets three topics: (1) specific actions for the support, development and uptake of AI, (2) options for a future regulatory framework on AI and (3) safety and liability aspects of AI.

With respect to specific actions for the support, development and uptake of AI---not surprisingly---90% of the respondents rated skills as (very) important. In contrast, the support of public private partnerships (PPP) and small and mediums sized enterprises (SMEs) received less support (rated by 72% and 69% respectively as (very) important). Another divide of the respondents' opinions concerns the actions to strengthen AI research and innovation in Europe. While 86% of the respondents agreed that the support of existing networks of research and innovation centers was (very) important, only 64% see the initiative for a lighthouse research center as (very) important.

The regulatory framework for AI in Europe is an important part of the consultation and has been in the focus of NGOs who criticized the distinction between low- and high-risk AI. Especially the classification of whole areas such as the medical area as low-risk AI was criticized in parallel to the consultations. Overall, 90% of the participants found breaches of civil rights by AI (very) important concerns. Interestingly, concerns about lack of accuracy was rated as (very) important only by 70%. There was no clear pattern on whether a new regulatory framework is needed or modifications of the current one are sufficient according to the participants. Yet, the mandatory requirements proposed by the White Paper were widely seen as (very) important: clear liability and safety rules (91%), information on the nature and purpose of an AI system (89%), robustness and accuracy of AI systems (89%), human oversight (85%), quality of training datasets (84%) and the keeping of records and data (83%).

After a full synopsis report covering also qualitative aspects of the online questionnaire as well as an analysis of the position papers and the results of various workshops and public hearings a regulatory proposal has been announced as the next steps by the EU.

50 New Professorships in AI in Bavaria {#Sec3}
======================================

<https://www.vbw-bayern.de/vbw/Aktionsfelder/Bildung/Hochschule/50-neue-KI-Professuren.jsp#:~:text=Alle%20bayerischen%20Universit%C3%A4ten%20erhalten%20mindestens,mit%20jeweils%20mindestens%20zwei%20Professuren>.

The Bavarian secretary for Research, Bern Sibler, has announced the results of the Bavarian contest for 50 professorships in AI. With this step all 100 professorships that have been announced in the Hightech Agenda of Bavaria last fall are now complete. The topics of the new 50 professorships are distributed over the four thematic areas intelligent robotics, mobility, health, and data science.

In sum, every Bavarian university receives at least two new AI professorships---the University of Bamberg has even achieved 7. The 50 professorships will be installed in the universities till 2023. The planned AI network in Bavaria foresees an AI-center in Munich with 22 AI-oriented professorships as well as nodes in Würzburg, Erlangen-Nürnberg and Ingolstadt.

**Calls**

KI 2021---The 44th German Conference on Artificial Intelligence, Berlin {#Sec4}
=======================================================================

<https://ki2021.uni-luebeck.de/>

KI2021 is the 44th German Conference on Artificial Intelligence organized in cooperation with the [Fachbereich Künstliche Intelligenz der Gesellschaft für Informatik]{.ul} (GI-SIG AI). The German AI Conference basically started 45 years ago with the first GI-SIG AI meeting on Oct. 7, 1975 (see the [archive of GI-SIG AI]{.ul}).

KI is one of the major European AI conferences and traditionally brings together academic and industrial researchers from all areas of AI, providing an ideal place for exchanging news and research results on theory and applications. KI2021 will be organized in combination with [INFORMATIK2021]{.ul}.

The technical program of KI2021 comprises paper presentations as well as tutorials and workshops. Please find the detailled scope of the conference and submission information in the [Call for Papers]{.ul}.

**Important Dates**

[Workshop]{.ul}/Tutorial Proposals: March 01, 2021.

Abstract Submission: May 10, 2021.

Paper Submission: May 17, 2021.

Final Paper Version: July 12, 2021.

KI Workshops & Conference: September 27 -- Oct 1, 2021.

**Conference Organizers**

Ralf Möller, University of Lübeck.

Elmar Rückert, University of Lübeck.

Stefan Edelkamp, University of Koblenz-Landau.
